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Church ministries would be organized as follows:

Spiritual Life Ministry
I ncludes Funeral s, G@marrer/iVaigsei,t awhioolne nMeisnsi stthrryo,u gPhr eCh |

Engagement Ministry

I ncludes Life Groups (smal!/l groups) , Pioneer Club ,

Young Adul ts Ministry, Seniors Tea, Bull etin, Spedi a
Wor ship Ministry

I ncludes Music, Worship Leaders, Ushers, AV Team, N u
Service Min| stry

I ncludes DS, MCC, Benefit Shop, Westview Relationsh

Roof Retreat, Ref ugee, Sal sa

Education Ministry

I ncludes Lighthouse, Library, Adult Learning
Facilities Ministry

|l ncludes Facilities, Yard Maintenance, Custodi al gt a
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Submitted by Rick Froese
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Zwieback and leprosy ~ by Marlena Fiol

The beat -up diesel pickup truck sputtered as it came over the hill into view. A half dozen men in
torn filthy shirts stood in the bed of the truck, passing a bottle around, their fists pumping the air,

y e | | iLepm de satan . .. que mueran todos . .. guerra contra satan 0

Clara jumped to her feet, nearly tripping on the long canvas apron tied around her waist. With her
left elbow, she pushed aside a strand of long brown hair that had escaped her kerchief. Who are
they? She dropped the trowel still dripping with adobe sludge from the last brick she was setting,
and stood, staring, her mouth agape.

Could she run? Escape? She jerked her head around to take in the rubble of recently cleared land,
the thatched -roofed lean -to stacked high with adobe bricks, the tarp on the ground behind her cov-
ered with plaster, and the partial wall to her left. There was nowhere to go. Her heart began to race.

|l knew | shoul dndot have . . . Clara swall owed d

The truck slowed as it approached the white woman covered in mud, a dark kerchief haphazardly

tied around her head. The men thrust their fists at her and their voices rose to a wild crescendo.
OLepra...que mueran. .. trabajode satan... ¢

Foll owing the driverds | ead, a few of them j umpejd
and moved toward Clara. Still shouting, they held the rocks high over their heads. She backed up,

grasping her apron as though it might shield her from the angry, foul -smelling men. Her thoughts
began to race.

0John, where are you when | need you? What havegfjw
mi ssion sent us here to do the Lordds wor k, but h
Cl arads |lips trembled. She knew her husband had Jag
scouring the land in searchofcast -out | epers. She knew he probabl V
Without taking her eyes off the men, Clara sensed by her side the presence of her Paraguayan brick-

layer who spoke some English.

oOFrancisco, 6 she asked between clenched teeth, Ofw I
are they shouting about ?56

OTheyore frosefiotat apustubap the road from us here t
you wi || not |l ive and that theyoll destroy this}flI
They refuse to | et you bring |l epers into their P |
The men pulled more rocks off the truck bed. Fr c
theydve brought these rocks to destroy you and D U
Cl arads chest constricted and her hands shook. h e

she could explain the Lordods work if she did. p I
home in the U.S and brought their family all the way to Paraguay to combat this dreaded disease.
That they were here to help.

She took a deep breath and slowly turned back to Francisco.

OPl ease ask them if they woul dzwikbadké at Mehawvpei s@enger
said.

Francisco raised his eyebrows, but relayed the message. The men stopped shouting. Still grasping

their rocks, they stared at her. Silent.

Slapping her hands against the sides of her apron to remove some of the mud, Clara walked toward

the lean -to where she kept what little provisions she had.

oOHer e, I have this ther mos f ukiwiebackfthatil baked yesterday. ¥a Ja n
probably don 0zwiedacdkawewhat . 0
I n her nervousness she forgot that they didndt ujnd

co, please tell them 1d6d |ike to pray with them pe
11



(Zwi eback cont 6d)

The men didnot mov e, their dark eyes darting bdgc!
woman who offered food and wanted to pray with them after learning that they were here to kill

her and destroy her property.

Clara clasped her trembling hands together.

oLord, we thank you for your |l ove and protectifjor
Amen. 6 She hel d zweabdck andneotiobea fpr thee fmen to come.

The driver said something to the men and one by one they dropped their rocks. They

ate zwieback and drank iced coffee with

Clara and then quietly left.

They never returned.

That was 1952. In the decades that fol-
lowed, John and Clara Schmidt gradually
built trusting relations with their Para-
guayan neighbors. And whenever possi-
ble, they reintegrated leprosy patients
back into their communities, a revolu-
tionary practice the medical community
now embraces and has attributed to
their visionary leadership.

| know this because John and Clara were
my parents, and Km. 81 is where | grew

up. John and Clara Schmidt in 19pp
construction site in Paraguay. A Marlena Fiol

Marlena Fiol, Ph.D., is a storyteller, scholar and speaker in Tucson, Ariz., and Eugene, Ore., whose writing explores
the depths of who we are and what ds po sarlenafloleomi.n our Jl i

t IeftéfMpnmotrhgmtl. T i F
r wedding, at the JNewt -
raguay~ iMarll94n3a Fi pl

i
a

The above story is an excer pt Love s domiieated:edMerbos of Heatng, mi tode pule o |
lished in Spring 2020. | was given permission by Marlena to share the above story in our newsletter. | follow her blog regu larly
and find her articles thought -provoking and meaningful. If you, as readers would like more information about Marlena or her
memoir, please check out her blog or contact me.

~ submitted by Kathy Rempel (co -editor)


https://marlenafiol.com/

A History of Helping Art

Ten Thousand Vill ageEBdmagRut h nd yide&nmen omhietndgee
Commi ttee (MCC) worker, visited volunt e e}
classes in an effort to help improve the

p Edna brought several pieg
h pieces became qui-dtei tpoolp us

est i nicaanr vreedf ubHyaei etsi aann dw ohoadnedn
1
-~
I

ri
.
I

MCC program
his program
as Ten Thousan

o&rhavemgnipranm
I
t

e
f
Ui
k

0

After over two decades of committed service and

improving the lives of hundreds of UL RN (= (D i

the world’s most impoverished families, S AGIELATEEIE (DR,

Pennsylvania and is named
Self Help Crafts of the World

Byler, part-time director in the U.S., retires.

(And she finally gets her basement back!) crafts of the world

Altona, Manitoba becomes the location for
the first MCC retail store to sell Self Help Crafts.
Two years later, a U.S. store opens in Bluffton, Ohio

1 9 with 10 to 12 stores opening every year
for the next decade.

Self Help Crafts Canada opens its headquarters

and store in New Hamburg, Ontario. Catherine

While a U.S. trade embargo wouldn't be lifted until 1996,
Self Help Crafts Canada becomes first North American
organization to import handicrafts from Vietnam and Laos.

“Ten Thousand Villages”, inspired by a

Mahatma Gandhi quote, is chosen as a new name.

TEN THOUSAND

v I L L l \ G E S® — Thirty-five years after opening its

headquarters, Ten Thousand Villages Canada
celebrates a milestone. Now with 37 locations in
Canada and more than twice that number in the U.S.,
the fair trade organization is poised to grow the
North American market for artisan products

from around the world.
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